BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17 August 2026, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH
Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Louise Croasdale, Vice Chair
		Councillor John Baldwin
		Councillor Jane Greenway
		Councillor Pauline McGovern
Councillor Bill Nelson
Councillor Barbara Robinson	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

33. Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Cath Singleton and John Swann. Quoracy was confirmed.

Apologies for absence were also received from Councillors Ellie Close and Irene Amhawe who had both been due to attend the meeting in their capacity as Borough Councillors representing the Clayton East, Brindle and Hoghton Ward.

34. Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded of their obligations under the Code of Conduct.
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 6 and 7.

35. Minutes
The minutes of the previous Council meeting held on Monday 6 July 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

36. Public Participation Session

(a) Unauthorised development at Breworth Manor
Residents attended the meeting to update the Parish Council on the ongoing unauthorised development at Breworth Manor, Marsh Lane, Brindle. They expressed concern that, over several years, extensive works had continued across the whole site, including the removal of historic features such as stone walls and boundary markers, the construction of pathways, new gateways and other structures, together with the persistent mowing of agricultural land.
Residents noted that several retrospective planning applications had been refused and enforcement action issued, but that no remedial steps had yet been taken by the homeowner. They also highlighted the inconsistency in approach, explaining that they had been advised that development on their own land required full planning permission and listed building consent, and were therefore perplexed that similar works at Breworth Manor were not being addressed in the same way.
Following discussion, the Council agreed to write to Chorley Council’s Enforcement Team requesting a full site‑wide investigation into all development at Breworth Manor, rather than the current piecemeal approach focused on individual retrospective applications or isolated monitoring of unpermitted works.
(b) Pippen Cottage – Update from Chorley Council’s Enforcement Team
The Parish Council discussed the recent update from Chorley Council’s Enforcement Team regarding works undertaken by the owners of Pippen Cottage. Enforcement officers had investigated the alterations made to the path/bridleway, including the erection of gates and the removal of trees and vegetation, and concluded that no unauthorised development had taken place. They also advised that the path is not a formally registered bridleway.

Members noted that the Parish Council had previously been advised that the route was a highway and expressed concern that a metre of land appeared to have been taken on either side and rubble deposited onto the pathway. It was agreed to contact Lancashire County Council to report the works undertaken and seek clarification on the status of the route and any implications arising from the changes made.


In addition to the above update, the Clerk advised that several residents had contacted the Parish Council since the last meeting and provided an overview of the issues raised and the actions taken in response.

(c) Bournes Row – Parking Issues
Residents from Bournes Row had written to the Parish Council to highlight ongoing concerns regarding a local landowner attempting to charge for parking on land opposite their properties. Concrete blocks have been placed on the land to prevent parking unless payment was made. 

The Clerk had written to County Councillor John Clemson, who has acknowledged the correspondence, although no update has yet been received. Councillor Pauline McGovern has also raised the matter with Chorley Council. The Clerk would follow up with County Councillor Clemson for an update and report the issue to Lancashire County Council Highways.

(d) Fly Tipping – Marsh Lane
Councillors noted that local landowners had contacted the Parish Council regarding fly tipping on Marsh Lane. The incident was reported to Chorley Council, who advised that no action could be taken as the waste had been deposited on private agricultural land. The Clerk queried this response, as it was felt to be unsatisfactory. It was unclear who ultimately removed the rubbish, but it appears to have now been cleared.

(e) Damaged Stiles Across Village Footpaths
The Parish Council received an update from the Clerk regarding several damaged stiles reported by residents. With assistance from Councillor Croasdale, the ‘What3Words’ locations for each stile were identified. All reported stiles have now been logged with the Public Rights of Way Team at Lancashire County Council.

(f) Damaged Road Sign – Marsh Lane
A resident contacted the Parish Council to report that newly erected road signage for Marsh Lane had been damaged. The Clerk confirmed that this will be reported to Chorley Council for attention.

(g) Static Caravan – Rose Cottage
The Parish Council received an update confirming that Chorley Council’s Enforcement Team is investigating the presence of a static caravan located behind Rose Cottage.

37. Police Liaison
The Parish Council noted ongoing reports of anti‑social behaviour and persistent rubbish at Denham Quarry. The Clerk advised that this would be reported to the Neighbourhood Policing Team for attention.

38. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair presented a report on behalf of Councillor Croasdale that provided an overview of the recent Brindle Community Hall Management Committee meeting she attended. Preparations were underway for the 50th Brindle Village Show on 5 September, which continued to grow each year. The Committee had agreed to introduce larger signage to deter dog fouling and was seeking quotes for grass‑cutting, as long grass and uncollected clippings were contributing to the issue. 

Appreciation had been expressed for longstanding Scout Leader Ann Hardman, who had recently stepped down from her role, a Maintenance Day was planned for September, including replenishment of stones on the drive, and arrangements were being made for a Christmas tree to be placed outside the Hall.

39. Lancashire Association of Councils (LALC) Report
The Chair advised that several Executive meetings had recently taken place, with discussion centred on the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) decision and the forthcoming election of a shadow council. The LGR implementation programme was noted to span ten years, with savings expected towards the end of the period. It was further reported that Parish Councils were likely to assume a greater role under the new arrangements.

40. Chorley Borough Council/ Lancashire County Council Updates
Cllr Pauline McGovern reported that Council business had been relatively quiet, with no Council meetings held during August. Most discussions had centred on the recent Local Government Reorganisation announcement and the forthcoming elections associated with the changes.

41. Planning Report
The Parish Council reviewed the recent planning applications previously circulated to members. A retrospective application for the construction of an equine turnout paddock at Tullis Farm had been considered, and no comments were submitted. It was also noted that the Friends of Finnington had begun preparations ahead of the forthcoming appeal and were reaching out to neighbouring communities to gather support.

42. Parish Finance 
(a) To receive an update on the bank transfer process
The Clerk reported that the bank transfer process had finally been completed, with £20,387.83 transferred to the new account. It was noted that the new banking system was working well.
(b) To note the current bank balance and consider saving allocation amounts
The Council noted a balance of £34,081.75 as at 16 August 2026. It was agreed that the Clerk would transfer a suitable amount into the savings account, subject to confirming that no penalties would apply for transferring funds back to the current account during the year if required.
(c) To consider a grant application on behalf of the Brindle Over 55’s Club
The Council considered the grant application previously circulated and agreed to award £150.00.
43. Accounts

(a) The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation
	Details:
	Amount:

	Dianne Scambler
	Clerk’s Salary – August 
	£663.43

	
	Mileage/Expenses - August
	£11.00

	HMRC
	Tax and NI - August
	£36.96

	BCH – Management Cttee
	Hire of Hall – JAugust
	£20.00



(b) The Council noted the following payments made by Direct Debit under section 7.9 of the Council’s Financial Regulations:
	To
	For
	Amount:

	Easy Websites
	Monthly Management Fee - August
	£64.68

	Whitehead & Aldrich
	Quarter One Management Fee 
	£108.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Monthly Service Charge
	£7.00



44. Environmental Issues and Concerns
The Parish Council noted continued concerns regarding rubbish and overgrown vegetation at Denham Quarry. Councillor McGovern advised that she would report the matter to Chorley Council. It was further noted that Chorley Council’s management plan provides for pathway maintenance twice a year, and the Clerk would contact the Council to confirm that this remained the case.

45. Parish Council Projects
(a) Withnell Fold Circular Project – Heritage Trail Signage
The Parish Council received an update from the Clerk, who had contacted Borough Councillors from neighbouring Chorley wards to gather information on how signage had been installed for their heritage trails. This work is intended to help inform how Brindle Parish Council might develop similar signage for the Withnell Fold Circular project. The Clerk would circulate the correspondence and location details to Councillors for reference.
(b) Workhouse Heritage Signage
Following the publication of the minutes of the last meeting, which reported on Councillors’ ideas for potential community projects, the Parish Council received correspondence from a local resident advising that a small ceramic plaque marking the former workhouse site is already in place. The resident requested that any future ideas or developments relating to heritage signage be undertaken in consultation with those previously involved.
The Council discussed the matter and agreed that Pat and Bernard should be included in any future work on this topic. Members also noted the value of seeking advice from the Heritage Society regarding the heritage trail in Chorley to help inform any similar initiatives within the parish.

46. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Church and Parish Hall Update
The Parish Council noted that no further update had been received on the consultant’s report regarding the future use of the Church and Hall. It was reported that efforts continued to raise the profile of the site on social media, and an online booking system had been implemented.

47. Any urgent business
None.

48. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 28 September 2026 at 7.30pm, Brindle Community Hall.	

The meeting ended at 9.00pm
